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Minutes of the Council Meeting of Hartley Wintney Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Monday, 
9th January 2023 to which Councillors were summoned to attend, at the Lucy Pygott Centre. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllr Richard Dodds (Chairman), Cllr Stuart Elborn (Vice Chairman), Cllr Stuart Ovenden, Cllr Chris 
Cornwell, Cllr Roger Robertson, Cllr Nick Cooper, Cllr Peter Gee, Cllr Chris Farrance. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Karyn Reid (Executive Clerk) and Sarah Daly (Deputy Clerk, online), Hart District Cllr Tim 
Southern, Hampshire County Cllr Tim Davies and one member of public. 
 
22/23PC 65. OPEN FORUM 
The member of the public raised the following points: 
 
(i) Hay was corralled/baled but not collected at the bottom of QEII fields this year for some time. This has 

gone to waste but could have been potential animal feed.   
ACTION: Resident to liaise with District Cllr Southern 
 

(ii) Resident reported damage to downpipe at LPC but received no correspondence.  Resident also raised 
concerns over the sunken roadway into LPC. 
Executive Clerk confirmed that repairs to downpipe was in hand and thanked resident for raising.  
Executive Clerk also confirmed that remedial works to the roadway into LPC would be carried out after 
gate installation and improved weather. 
 

(iii) Resident enquired regarding possible Village plans for Kings Coronation.  The Executive Clerk confirmed 
that HWPC will be marking the occasion and are awaiting the official guidance to be disseminated 
regarding processes and hope this will be released no later than February.  Initial thoughts are for a big 
screen event but there may also be other local events around this time.   
 
Cllr Dodds thanked the resident. 

 
22/23PC 66. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Diana Harvey, Cllr Becky Moss, HDC Cllrs Anne Crampton and 
Spencer Farmer. Cllr Steve Airton was in attendance via remote access. 
 
22/23PC 67. DISPENSATIONS UNDER S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT (2011) & DECLARATIONS OF 
INTEREST 
Dispensations were previously granted by the Executive Clerk until May 2023. 
No interests were declared. 
 
22/23PC 68. WARD MEMBERS REPORT 
HDC Cllr Southern stated there was no update on any Ward Members issues on the report and requested receipt 
of this 3 or 4 days ahead of the meeting. HDC Cllr Southern highlighted the need for HH/HCC to resolve the 
blocked drain issue on Bracknell Lane and speeding along Fleet Road. 
 
HCC Cllr Davies arrived at 8.50pm, and the following points were raised: 
a. 20 is Plenty – no further update yet. 
b. A323 bend near Cricket Green Lane needs the 30mph limit extended up to and past the Hartley Row 

development to stop motorists accelerating as they leave the village.  A request has been received again 
from a local resident.  An alert on the bend would also help.  No further update was available but Hampshire 
County Cllr Davies would raise again at a meeting tomorrow where Highways are due to be present. 

c. SID – has asked James Holt to find out which officer is responsible for this.   
d. Joint meeting – currently trying to organise this with HWPC, HCC Highways and surrounding parishes 
e. Culvert at bottom of Bracknell Lane - all ditches around the Cricket Green are also blocked.  This has been 

raised as a matter of urgency and the culvert will be included again as it was thought this issue had been 
dealt with.  The culvert can be cleaned but it’s only a short-term solution.  Cllr Elborn also raised the issue of 
Dilly Lane culvert as it doesn’t drain. 

f. A30 from Fleet Road up to Bracknell lane roundabout – the poor condition was noted. 
g. Missing drain cover for 3 months on A30 between Phoenix Green and Grange Lane – this will be reported. 
h. It was noted that the ‘School transition’ application process deadline is 16 January 2023. Cllr Davies indicated 

that it was expected that 95% of children are getting their first preference of school. 
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22/23PC 69. APPROVAL OF MINUTES, ACTIONS LOG & PARISH OFFICE REPORT 
Cllr Cornwell proposed approval of the minutes of the Full Council meeting on 7th November 2022 subject to St 
John’s Church being amended to St Mary’s Church, seconded by Cllr Cooper. AGREED by all. 
 
ACTION LOG, noting the following outstanding actions: 
 
ITEM 22/23PC 19.      Leigh Wallace at HDC has notified Executive Clerk that there will be a delay to the meeting 
regarding the Commons Management Plan due to internal structural changes.  It is anticipated that the meeting 
will now take place in April 2023. 
 
ACTION:  Executive Clerk to add Commons Management Plan to the next E&A agenda. 
 
ITEM 22/23PC 39. It was noted that Microsoft Teams training dates have changed and will be recirculated. 
 
ITEM 22/23PC 42. The toilet facility at St Marys churchyard will be published via Contact and website ready 
for March / April opening. 
 
Cllr Farrance requested that the item regarding Common Land responsibility near Southern Haye is removed.  
Potential issue of resident parking overspilling onto this area needs to be evidence driven.   
 
ITEM 22/23PC 59. Confirmation of LPC hire charges had been sent to WI committee. 
                                  
A Parish Office Report was not circulated due to the office closure over the festive period however the Executive 
Clerk stated that staff had cleared through of the Parish Office and uncovered previous surveys for Phoenix 
Green and the Commons.  Cllr Robertson offered to scan these for distribution. 
 
ACTION:  Cllr Robertson to scan surveys of Common Land and Phoenix Green. 
 
22/23PC 70. PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE – review & approval of following: 
i) Payments listings  
Cllr Gee proposed approval of the Payments listing, seconded by Cllr Elborn, AGREED by all. 
 
ii) To receive and review the Recommendation from the Finance Committee for the 2023/24 Precept 
(attached).  
Cllr Gee reported that Finance Committee unanimously approved the proposal presented to them in December 
2022.  Cllr Gee summarised some relevant points to note: 
 
a. Community Bus - makes a loss but it is a key community service.  Improvements have been discussed 

and there is an action to promote possible rentals in the afternoon.  The community survey taken in 2020 
confirmed this asset was highly valued and so HWPC need to mitigate the loss.   

b. Ponds – left dormant for a time but now being tackled and HWPC are putting additional funds towards the 
£50k HDC contribution.   

c. Precept – an external comparison with Hartley Wintney and other Parish/Towns showed that the 
proposed HWPC precept for this year is not unreasonable.   

d. Playground – new play area at Jubilee Fields is a priority this year.  The spend will not affect the precept 
due to securing external funds.   

e. Public toilets – also a priority this year and initial discussions have taken place to look at improvements.  
Other Parish Councils have not taken over control of these assets.  

f. Inflation - Cllr Dodds explained that an inflation rate for the year has been assumed at a rate of 8% for the 
purpose of budgeting.  Another unknown is energy costs.  The current arrangements are only in place 
until April, after which the government will revise the support on offer.  Opportunities for external grants 
will be explored therefore the budget has some semi-unknown elements at this stage.  LPC is a huge 
asset and it’s opening was a highlight of last year.  Cllr Gee noted that it is normal to have small loss in 
first year and this has been budgeted for.   

g. Cllr Dodds noted the Full Council budget covers staffing costs, training, pensions, corporate costs such as 
the war memorial, parking and the website.  This year, there will be some elections cost as whole Parish 
Council is up for election.  The Greening project has also been allocated a small budget.   
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HWPC Committee Budgets; 
E&A Committee Budget 
a. Cllr Cornwell presented the E&A budget.  An increase to grounds maintenance has been proposed due to 

securing management of the parts of land surrounding Hatten’s and Causeway Ponds.  A 26k budget has 
been allocated for Dilly Lane Pond, other increases are due to inflation.   

   
b. Cllr Robertson felt that the Greening project should be with E&A.  Cllr Dodds suggested keeping the 

budget with Full Council initially as it is a government initiative, but when established, it could move to 
E&A.   

 
c. The Executive Clerk discussed the events budget; the Finance Committee were responsible for the 

Events budget 22/23, however it is recommended that the events budget for 2023/24 be transferred back 
to the E&A committee. 

 
The Christmas Market and fireworks display budget was discussed in more detail.   
 
- The potential closure of the A30, A323 and Central Commons pathways during the display is not a 

decision that HWPC has control of.   
- Going forward, formal employed marshals are needed.   
- A fully marshalled fireworks display would exceed the proposed £30k events budget.   
 
If HWPC wished to hold a Fireworks display this year, this would require either an increase to the events budget 
or to cancel other planned events. The suggestion of either donations or sponsorship for the Fireworks could be 
explored to also off set the additional cost. 
 
Due to the safety constraints of using the Central Commons for previous Firework displays, it was suggested that 
an alternative location in the Village be more suitable.  The Executive Clerk noted that it is easier to have at a 
location HWPC own and manage.   
 
Cllrs also queried the suitability of having fireworks at the Christmas Market and that continued safety 
implications and practicalities of running both events together was recognised by all Cllrs. 
 
Cllr Farrance proposed that any future HWPC Fireworks Display should be permanently separated from the 
Christmas Market; and should a Fireworks Display be agreed, this would be as a single event on a different date; 
Cllr Airton proposed that should a Fireworks Display be agreed, then the current proposed Events budget 23/24 
of £30,000 would NOT be increased to accommodate this cost; All Cllrs voted on the three proposals and ALL 
WERE IN FAVOUR. 
 
E&A Committee was tasked with making a recommendation to Full Council regarding a potential fireworks event 
and how to manage the events budget.   HWPC need to manage communication out to residents, including 
information on costs and that alternative arrangements are being considered.   
 
There were no queries on the Planning and Infrastructure Budget 
 
Finance Budget 
Cllr Farrance informed that the £1500 proposed for Greening was to cover meetings of the group, promotion 
materials and any planned event costs.   
 
SUMMARY OF 2023/24 PRECEPT 
Cllr Dodds summarised the recommendation of the Finance Committee to raise precept as per the 23/24 Budget 
figures.  The impact for a Band D property would equate to an increase of £1.89 per month, totalling £9.50 per 
per month - £113.99 per annum.   
The Executive Clerk confirmed the requirement to vote on the recommendation to accept net expenditure over 
income as the precept for 2023/24 currently calculated as £313,845. 
 
iii) Vote on the recommendation for the Precept 2023/24. 
Cllr Dodds tabled a motion to accept the recommendation by Finance Committee of increasing the 2023/24 
Precept to £313,845; Cllrs in attendance voted, ALL WERE IN FAVOUR. 
 
ACTION:  Executive Clerk to submit precept recommendation to HDC. 
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22/23PC 71. PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS  
i) To receive update on Hartley Wintney Climate Action  
Cllr Farrance presented an update circulated before the meeting.  There is consensus from the group to move 
towards a community driven event involving 3 or 4 subject matter expert speakers.  The next meeting is Thursday 
12th January 2023.  If a public event is held, there will be associated costs (venue hire, refreshments etc).   
 
Cllrs were happy to support using £500 from the 2022/23 events budget towards.  Cllr Dodds noted the Climate 
Action group is not a HWPC group and suggested that consideration be given to an ad hoc grant to support 
information and event booking costs.  
Cllr Dodds proposed accepting this additional request of £500 immediately; seconded by Cllr Elborn and 
AGREED BY ALL. 
 
Cllr Dodds thanked Cllr Farrance for producing the update. 
 
22/23PC 72. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS, PARISH COUNCILLOR MATTERS  
a. Cllr Farrance has attended two recent meetings: 

HDC strategic review of paths and cycleways.  A consultation is planned in March 2023.  The Hartley 
Wintney to Hook cycle path was not mentioned but this is being funded by the developers of Sainsburys 
so it is not part of HDC’s budget. 

 
b. HCC organised a meeting regarding Community Transport.  Services are badly affected across the board.  

There are proposed changes to fares and overall branding to the services they provide.  There was 
discussion regarding developing rural transport more.  Cllr Farrance will send any further information 
when received. 

 
c. Cllr Airton reported that use of the Scout Hut by Guides is impractical due to safeguarding concerns.  

Guides now looking at possibility of being based at the LPC.  Cllr Airton and the Executive Clerk are 
working with them. 

 
d. The Tennis Club have agreed some minor adjustments to the Scout Hut to accommodate both group’s 

needs.  The Tennis Club may eventually want floodlights on the side of building and Greenfields Junior 
School supports this. HDC Panning have already been contacted for initial thoughts and the response is 
positive.  

 
e. Cllr Robertson reported that his visit prior to Christmas to Greenaoks School to talk about the history of 

the Village and it’s green spaces went very well and he had been invited back to talk again in the future. 
 
22/23PC 73. CORRESPONDENCE & DATES OF MEETINGS 
To note the agreed meeting dates taking place throughout January 2023  

Planning Committee – Monday 16th January 2023 at 7.00pm 
Environment & Amenities Committee – Monday 23rd January 2023 at 7.00pm  

 
The Executive Clerk has some received some comments from retailers regarding Christmas events.  These will 
be submitted to the next E&A Committee.   
 
Correspondence has been received regarding concerns over the visibility of the crossing near Cashmere Goose 
when larger vehicles are parked in the end bay. 
This has previously been raised however HDC are unable to restrict vehicle types / sizes. 
Cllr discussed a few options including removal of the parking space or creating an additional disabled bay or 
swapping an existing disabled bay.   
 
ACTION: Executive Clerk to investigate parking solutions of end bay with HDC.  
 
22/23PC 74. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS  
i) Staffing update 
The SCO has sadly left due to other work commitments but will still do freelance design work.  The Executive 
Clerk requested to increase the hours of the current vacancy for a Finance Officer and include aspects of asset 
management, to accommodate this loss of resource. 
Cllrs AGREED to increase to 28 hours per week for the Finance Officer. 
Cllr Cornwell noted thanks to the SCO.   
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ii) PC Communication 
The Executive Clerk will resume responsibility for HWPC communications due to the departure of the SCO.  The 
HWPC Communications Strategy will be revisited over the next few months focusing on the below areas; 
 
How HWPC Cllrs currently communicate unofficially and officially to the local community on HWPC business. 
 
The importance to act as a ‘cabinet’ when decisions have been made and to follow the agreed process should a 
decision need to be revisited. 
 
For all Cllrs to work in a collaborative way, and an understanding of when voting is appropriate and when 
agreement by consensus could be employed, to remove any ambiguity. 
 
Structured communication via the Parish Office, reporting to the public on key issues discussed / agreed in public 
meetings, in addition to Meeting Minutes. 
 
Detailed overview of cost / risk and safety impact of events and community projects to ensure a greater 
understanding. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman thanked all participants at the meeting and closed the meeting 
9.50pm. 
 
 
 
………………………………. Chairman                 ………………………………..Date 
 
 
Appendices  

 
• Ward Members Report 
• Actions Log 
• Payments Listing 
• Recommendation from the Finance Committee for the 2023/24 Precept 
• Update on Hartley Wintney Climate Action 

 
Abbreviations used in these minutes: Cllr ~ Councillor, HCC ~ Hampshire County Council, HDC ~ Hart District 
Council, HWPC ~ Hartley Wintney Parish Council, LPC ~ Lucy Pygott Centre, FOGO ~ Friends of Green Oaks 
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