
TWINNING PRESENTATION TO PARISH MEETING 20TH MAY 2022 

 

When the twinning movement began in the aftermath of World War 2 the main aims were to build cultural 

and friendship links between countries. Such links, it was hoped, would mean that it would be very difficult 

for countries to go to war again. Over the decades the twinning movement has changed, modernised and 

adapted. The central values of friendship, cultural links and mutual support remain.  

Hartley Wintney, together with Winchfield, Heckfield, Rotherwick and Mattingley, is twinned with Saint 

Savin in France and Malle in Belgium. Both these towns are twinned with each other and Heusenstam in 

Germany. So the links have grown. From formal meetings, with speeches, dinners and exchanges of gifts 

twinning became more relaxed. Annual youth camps were held alongside the walking weekends.During 

these years there was constant fundraising and an ever growing administrative commitment.  

When Warren Parsons and Andrew Morton stepped down no-one came forward to take their places. After 

decades of being one of the most successful village organisations, of supporting educational, cultural and 

sporting exchanges, failure to form a committee meant the Hartley Wintney Twinning Association was 

disbanded and caretakership of the twinning passed to Hartley Wintney parish Council.  

Friendships made still continued so a group of us decided to re launch HWTA with the intention of 

maintaining the core aims but making the organisation more fit for purpose.None of us could have predicted 

the appalling events in Ukraine. None of our group of twinning partners is twinned with a town in Ukraine - 

yet. But it sadly goes to underline the importance of friendship and mutual support between countries. 

So what are the aims for Twinning over 2022-23? 

Our first aim is to keep the existing regular twinning events going. 

We have already hosted six guys from Malle who competed in the Hart Sprint Triathlon for the 20th year – a 

sequence interrupted only by Covid. One of them came third in the race and new friendships were made. 

We have an invitation to visit Saint-Savin from 13 - 15 August and this invitation is still open to everyone who 

lives in Hartley Wintney, Heckfield, Mattingley, Rotherwick and Winchfield. The chairs of all these councils 

have been individually invited. If you want to know more about the visit, COME AND TALK TO US. 

It’s our turn to host the thrice postponed annual Walking Weekend. This is scheduled for mid-2023 when we 

will welcome visitors from Saint-Savin and Malle. If you would like to host one or more visitors, COME AND 

TALK TO US! 

Our second aim is to focus on acting as an enabler for local organizations in Hartley Wintney and the 

Parishes to twin with similar organizations in Saint-Savin and Malle.  

HWTA’s greatest successes in the 2010’s were youth-focused and we would be delighted if these could be 

repeated. If you represent any local organization and would like to explore twinning with a similar 

organization in Saint-Savin or Malle, COME AND TALK TO US! 

Aim three is to have regular social events, so we can feel like a cohesive organization rather than one that 

only convenes occasionally to run a twinning event.  

Events could be as simple as an evening at the pub, quiz evening, games evening, or nominating another 

organization’s event as our ‘event of the month’. If you are in an organization that organizes social events 

and you think we could either collaborate or support your event, COME AND TALK TO US! 



The fourth aim is to boost awareness and our ‘membership’ 

Membership is a strange concept for Twinning, as we consider over 5,000 people to be members by default! 

We have a list of over 50 individuals on the register of interest, but we want to create greater awareness of 

twinning opportunities. The Parishes of Rotherwick and Winchfield have kindly published Twinning items on 

their websites and we are very grateful to Hartley Wintney Parish Council for giving us a page on their 

website and to Kelvin Fay for publishing Twinning material on Hartley Wintney Community Hub. If you want 

to be added to our register of interest, COME AND TALK TO US or come for a chat at the Village Festival, 

where we will be sited adjacent to the Malle Beer Tent, now run by the Scouts. 

 


