
Friends Of Green Oaks  

Notes for Parish Council annual meeting – Friday 20 May 2022 

For those who don’t know what Friends of Green Oaks is, we are the PTA for 

the two schools in the village: Oakwood Infant School and Greenfields Junior 

School. Our role is to raise much needed funds for the schools to buy 

equipment and resources to support the children’s learning and wellbeing. We 

also bring our community together through events and activities and we go the 

extra mile to make sure the children have fun in and out of school throughout 

the year and it’s this idea of bringing people together that I wanted to focus on 

this evening.  

I joined a Parish Council meeting last year when we discussed the potential for 

the Parish Council and Friends of Green Oaks to work more closely together 

and I wanted to come back this evening to update you on our successes and 

acknowledge the work done, particularly by Karen Reid and Sarah Daly, to 

bring various organisations and village groups together - whether that has 

been through village events such as the Autumn Spooktacular, or the Village 

Events Working Group, which seeks to provide a more cohesive approach to 

the village events calendar and gives organisations the opportunity to share 

ideas and ask for help, to promote, or assist with their activities. There is real 

value in groups being able to come together in this way and we have definitely 

seen the benefit.  

Here’s just a few examples of how we have worked together as a result of 

these meetings:  

 



• We have been able to promote the Whitewater Health PPG and the new 

girls’ football team 

• Just last week, the school choir participated in the Queen’s birthday and 

Jubilee tea party, and 

• The Green Oaks Federation will contribute window decorations as part 

of St John’s Jubilee celebrations.  

In addition, Friends of Green Oaks ran the cake stall at the Autumn 

Spooktacular event during the October half term and we have recently been 

providing the tuck shop for the Parish Council junior film showings during 

school holidays. These initiatives are mutually beneficial – the Parish Council is 

able to run increasingly popular and successful events for the younger 

members of our village and we have the opportunity to raise a bit of money 

and to raise the profile of the PTA and the schools within the community. In 

addition, Chris (Farrance) visited Greenfields last year to speak to the children 

about his role as chair of the Parish Council and how the council works.  

And it’s not just activities for which the Parish Council is responsible for. As a 

result of our village network, we have been able to work with our friends at 

the Rotary Club of Hart for two years to help to organise the village Easter Egg 

Hunt, this year, this year working together with the Girl Guides also. We 

participated in the Village Connect Trail in September, organised by the Lions. 

Thanks to Matt Ray, the Scouts stepped into the breach to help us with the 

BBQ at our recent circus event and high street shops (Hartley Wintney 

Traditional Butchers and Auriol Wines) helped supply the booze and food. 

Several high street shops also helped us display clues and characters for our 

Character Trail in March.  



This level of collaboration is a win, win and something that I hope that can go 

from strength to strength. For us, it isn’t always about making lots of money 

but there is real value in bringing people together, in helping each other out 

and sharing ideas. Our village schools have long been an important part of the 

village community, participating in many village events over the years.  

It is my belief that Friends of Green Oaks plays an important role in this and in 

our wider community. We can, and do, act as a conduit between the school 

community, other village organisations and the schools and I think it’s true to 

say that we have had considerable success in this regard this year. I know that 

there was some concern last year among some members of the council that 

we would be asking for funding but I hope I have been able to demonstrate 

that where the power of our relationship lies is not in financial support but in 

being part of something bigger than the sum total of the parts and making our 

village the special place it is, in particular with a focus on young people.  

So, on behalf of Friends of Green Oaks and the Green Oaks community, I’d like 

to say a huge thank you to everything the Parish Council, and in particular the 

Parish Council Office, has done this year to support us and the opportunities 

they have created for us. Thank you also to all of the organisations, many of 

whom are present this evening, who have helped us, or with whom we have 

had the pleasure to work. I look forward to working with you in the year 

ahead.  

  


